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THE Salisbury Medical Society commenced its third year
at a meeting held on the 5th instant at the Committee
Room of the Salisbury Infirmary. There was a good at-
tendance of members, some from long distances. The chair

was taken by Dr. Fox, of Broughton, President of the

Society for the current year. A very able and practical
paper was read by Mr. W. Martin Coates, of Salisbury, 11 On
the Cure of Bronchocele by Injections of Tincture of 
Iodine "-a treatment which has met with much success in
his hands. Mr. Coates also detailed a case of successful

operation for vesico-vaginal fistula, and introduced a num-
ber of patients from the wards of the Infirmary on whom
iridectomy had been performed with much benefit.

THOMAS STONE, EsQ., F.R.C.S., for thirty-five years resi-
dent medical officer to Christ’s Hospital, has, in acknow-
ledgment of his most assiduous, able, and successful dis-
charge of duty, been presented with a large and elegantly
chased silver waiter, bearing a suitable inscription from
the pen of the head-master, and accompanied with a purse
of 100 guineas. The testimonial was less the result of a
few large subscriptions than of a great number of small
ones, on the part of the " Old Blues," who will ever keep in
fond recollection their genial and judicious friend.

THE next meeting of the Association of Medical Officers
of Health will be held at 7.30 P.M. on Saturday, Jan. 21st,
at the Scottish Corporation Hall, Crane-court, Fleet-street,
when Dr. Robert Barnes will bring forward for discussion
the question : " How far is the present prevalence of Small-
pox to be attributed to the plan recently introduced of
limiting the number of Public Vaocinators ?" Dr. T. Spencer
Cobbold, F.R.S., F.L.S., will read a paper "On Entozoa in
relation to the Public Health, especially as regards Sewage
Irrigation," illustrated by drawings and specimens.

FROM the Darmstddter Zeitung, of the l7th inst., we find
that his Royal Highness the Grand Duke, by a resolution
of the 12th inst., has been pleased to approve, from the 1st
of the month and onwards, the promotion of the Alice 

Hospital to the rank of State Reserve Hospital, and the 
appointment, as acting physicians to the same, of the fol-

lowing gentlemen: Dr. Charles Mayo, as superintending
staff physician; Drs. John C. Galton and Henry Rundle, as
ordinary staff physicians; and Dr. Herbert W. Page, as
assistant physician. ____

TnE recent cold weather has had its natural effect in

raising the mortality at advanced ages of life in London.
During the three weeks ending November 12th, when the
mean temperature was 44 degrees, the proportion of deaths
at ages of forty and upwards was 34 per cent. of the total
mortality; the mean temperature of the last three weeks
was 30 degrees, and the proportion of deaths at the above-
mentioned ages was 43 per cent.

IN reference to a claim by Mr. Prowse, medical officer of
the Amersham Union, upon the Guardians of that union for
a fee of 10s. 6d. for attending Petty Sessions to give evidence
in support of a vaccination prosecution, the Poor-law Board
has been asked for a ruling whether or not it is part of a
medical officer’s duty to attend in such cases, and if not,
whether the guardians would be authorised to pay him his
fee for so doing. ____

THE office of London physician to St. Anne’s Royal Cor-
poration has become vacant by the death of Dr. Mayo,
F.R.S. The appointment is in the gift of the whole body
of subscribers. 

.

ANOTHER hospital, we understand, will shortly bo erected
in Constantinople, for which .,87000 has already been sub-
scribed, including a, donation of .81000 from the Sultan. It
will embrace all the most modern improvements in struc.
ture, ventilation, &c., and its medical officers will be se-

lected from both the native and foreign practitioners in
that city. ____

ON Monday last, at an entertainment given to the in-
mates of the workhouse of St. John’s, Westminster, by the
Lady Visitors, a testimonial was presented to Dr. J. Orme
Dudfield by the poor and their friends in acknowledgment
of the uniform kindness and urbanity with which he had
discharged his duties as medical officer for a period of nino
years. ____

11 DR." BURGESS, described as a " dispenser of medicine,"
was fined &pound;5 last week at Marlborough-street for having
improperly taken the title of 11 doctor." The soi-disant
11 Dr." visited and prescribed for a child, who died in a day
or two. It is pleasing to learn that the Medical Act is not
wholly inoperative. ____

THE last number of Nature, as well as that issued for the
current week, contain articles upon the new St. Thomas’s
Hospital which will afford a good description of that very
handsome structure, with a plan representing the arrange-
ment and position of the different blocks.

WE have reason to believe that Dr. Gull, the newly
elected president of the Clinical Society, will deliver an
address to the members on taking the chair at the next
meeting, which will be held on the 27th inst. in Berners-
street. 

____

THE seventh Quarterly Meeting of the Medico-Psycho-
logical Association (for scientific discussion) will be held in
the rooms of the Medical Society, George-street, Hanover-
square, on Tuesday, January 31st, at 8 o’clock.

WE regret to learn that H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge
is for the present prevented from attending to his official
duties owing to an attack of gout.

AN eligible site has been obtained for the erection of a

cottage hospital at Tenby, and it is understood that the

building will soon be proceeded with.

MR. JABEZ HOGG has been elected to the office of Surgeon
to the Royal Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital.

THE WAR.

INTERNATIONAL PHILANTHROPY.

AN enormous sum of money has been subscribed by this
country for the French and German wounded, and our own
charitable institutions have suffered in consequence. By
this time we presume the money has been well-nigh
expended. If it were right to put our hand to the work at
all, we ought not now to be looking back. People, however,
’have begun to ask whether the aid we have given was
right in principle, or even expedient in policy. We have

gained but little gratitude from either the French or the
German Government, for all the money, zeal, and labour
that have been bestowed upon their wounded; but we have
done as much as in us lay to protract the struggle, just as

schoolboys lengthen a game by occasionally allowing the
 odd " boy to play on both sides. Let us confess at once
that we regard the system of International Aid Societies as

altogether wrong in principle ; and in order to prove this
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we have only to follow it out in practice to a logical con-
clusion. If the principle of affording succour to a portion
of the wounded on both sides be a correct one, it follows
that it would be equally correct to apply it to all the
wounded, and to do this would be to change the very
aspect of warfare itself. To a good and humane mind there
seems something horrible, perhaps, in thus standing aside;
but let us be sure that we are not binding up the wounds
of a few soldiers in order that the many may be left free
to inflict others. International aid to the wounded is

wrong in principle, and cruel in practice; and we venture
to prophesy that it will cease to be the method by which
England will in future times strive to express her sympathy
with suffering humanity.

ALLEGED BARBARITIES BY THE FRENCH.

Count Bismarck, in his recent circular in answer to the

charges of alleged cruelties brought by Count de Cban- I
dordy, quotes the evidence of a Swiss surgeon, Dr. Buck-
hard, dated Pinseaux, Dec. 18tb, 1870. "The G enevecon-
vention has in many instances been infringed during the
fighting in the forest of Orleans. On the 30th November
I saw a French military surgeon, of whom not only the
French prisoners asserted, but who himself openly acknow-
ledged, that he had killed many Prussian prisoners with his
revolver. Numerous wounded relate that many Franc-

tireurs, when retreating, pulled Geneva brassards’ from
their pockets." A correspondent of the Evening Standard,
however, asks who Count Bismarck’s solitary witness is ? 2
If he is the Dr. Buckhard who was formerly connected with
the German Hospital at Dalston, and subsequently re-

moved to Paris, the information 11 would go a great way to
establish the credibility of the witness who accuses a French
doctor of shooting his patients." We confess we cannot
believe that anyone, more especially a medical man, would
be so lost to all sense of shame and humanity as to murder
defenceless and wounded men who were looking to him for
succour.

THE FIRING ON HOSPITALS.

There can be no doubt that several hospitals have been
fired upon during the bombardment of Paris - Val de

Grace, the Salpetriere, the Pitie, the Enfans Malades, and
some hospital huts, for example. The medical officers pro-
tested, and General Trochu brought the subject to the
notice of Count Moltke, who declared that the firing was
accidental and owing to the fog, and should be avoided in
future. This was no doubt the fact, for we cannot believe
that anyone would be guilty of the wanton cruelty of firing
on hospitals. The French, by the way, adopted a very
shrewd mode of appealing to the feelings of their invaders.
They forwarded an intimation that Prussian wounded and
prisoners would be located in the hospitals that had been
fired upon. The commandant of Longwy, according to the
Echo du Nord, had received orders to confine some Prussian

prisoners in the hospital wards, in order that they might
share the fate and dangers of the sick and wounded patients
during the threatened siege.

"MAN AND BEAST" IN PARIS.

According to The Times correspondent, the number of
horses in Paris is visibly diminishing, and the survivors
are wretched objects, painful to behold. There is no

forage; and men and horses share the common fare-
bread.

THE MORTALITY IN PARIS.

The returns for the first week in 1871 show a grievous
increase in the number of deaths, being 3680, as against
3280 in the previous return. These figures do not include
the military population. Small-pox (which is on the in-
crease), bronchitis, pneumonia, and diarrhoea make up the

principal diseases. The reports of the wounded from the
hospital establishments have somewhat improved. It is
stated that the number of those who have become insane
since the war is very great; the asylums are quite full.
We are compelled to defer noticing this week the informa-

tion forwarded us by a correspondent near St. Cloud with
the 1st Silesian Jagers, 3rd army, 9th division, 5th Army
Corps.

DR. BRIDGES’ REPORT ON SMALL-POX.

The Times has published a long report on the Epidemic of
Small-pox in London, by Dr. J. H. Bridges, Poor-law In-
spector. In tracing the early history of the epidemic, the
inspector points out the very great value which would have
accrued from a systematic registration of contagious
diseases carried out by the parochial medical officers under
the supervision of the Poor-law administration. It is not
too much to say that at least three weeks would have been
thus gained for preventive measures. The number of pa-
tients under treatment at their own homes, or in the work-
houses, had risen from 213 on the 5th of November, to 626
on the 7th of January, 1871 ; whilst the total in hospital
and under the officers of the poor were from 600 to 900 in
the same interval. These are exclusively recipients of Poor-
law relief. Of small-pox in the classes of pauperism there
are no returns.

Dr. Bridges defends the additional buildings on the
Hampstead site, which he says are placed at a greater dis-
tance from the public thoroughfare than those previously
erected, the space between this latter and the nearest
house in the neighbourhood being already such as to’ pre-
clude any possible danger of contagion. Dr. Bridges states
that it is of the greatest importance that those unions and
parishes which are the principal seats of the disease should
co-operate with the Metropolitan Asylums Board, which has
at present accommodation for only 200 patients. The Board
expect, however, to be able to open in February the hospitals
at Stockwell and Homerton, each with 100 beds; and have
authority to provide further temporary accommodation for
100 patients.

Dr. Bridges has certainly not exaggerated the danger of
admitting small-pox cases to the workhouse. He states
that credit is due to the medical officers and the authorities
generally for the fact that in so very few instances has
there been even a suspicion, and that a doubtful one, that
the disease may have spread from the small-pox ward to
the other inmates of the workhouse. But the inconvenience
and the difficulties caused have been very great. If we are
not mistaken, a man was admitted to the Holborn work-
house from the casual ward. The male attendant on him
took the disease, and five other cases have since occurred in
other parts of the establishment. This is scarcely to be
wondered at, seeing that nowhere in the metropolis is it
possible to send infected linen to a separate laundry, and
that in this workhouse it goes to the common washtub.

Dr. Bridges concludes his report by stating that the
mortality of vaccinated patients is only 4 per cent., that of
the unvaccinated being 32 per cent. We observe that local
action has been taken by most of the metropolitan boards
of guardians, and that every day is adding to their number.

PRESERVATION OF FOOD.-At the meeting of the
Society of Arts on Wednesday, Mr. Richard Jones read a
paper on the question of the 11 Preservation of Animal
Food," and described his mode of cooking meat so as to
preserve it for an indefinite length of time. By this pro-
cess the food is placed in tins, and the tins set in a water
or chloride-of-calcium bath, and exposed to heat until the
meat within is effectually cooked. During this proceeding
the air and moisture within the tins are removed by con-
nexion of each tin with a vacuum. Some specimens of food
that had been preserved for four months were placed before
the Society, and were considered a great success. It would,
in fact, have been difficult to discover any difference be-
tween them and similar foods recently cooked in the ordi-
nary way.


